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“Life Unites” Theme For 2021 March For Life
Shelby County RTL Will Support Groups Attending National March
The national March for Life in Washington DC will go on, in it’s 48 th year. The date of the March is Friday,
January 29 held a week after the anniversary of Roe v Wade, due to Presidential inauguration events in the
US Capital the week before. March for Life organizers announced: “We are continuing to work closely with our
government agencies to do everything possible to be safe, healthy AND march as we have every year for the
past 47 against the human rights abuse of today, abortion.” Together Strong: Life Unites was selected as
the theme because of “the great need for us to come together and be reminded of our special mission and our
strength in truth. Each of us has a critical and irreplaceable role to play in building a culture of life. As Mother
Teresa of Calcutta put it, ‘You can do what I cannot do. I can do what you cannot do. Together we can do
great things.’”
As in past years, Shelby County Right to Life will support groups attending the March by subsidizing
expenses for Shelby County residents who attend the March, and by promoting the efforts of local organizers.
If you are planning a trip to the March for Life, let us know how we can help. If you plan to request a subsidy
for attending the March, send your name and address by email to director@shelbycountyrtl.org or call 937498-1812 leaving the same information.
The March for Life has always been an exemplary model of peaceful protest and witness, which is now
needed more than ever. Official March for Life webpages will provide updates on the 2021 March for Life, State
Marches, and ways to leverage the virtual space in order to promote life.

Surviving a Culture Bent on Death
In October, the rainy forecast only enhanced the witness of pro-lifers who came
to the Life Chain at the courthouse (pictured, left and online), demonstrating that
protecting innocent human life is a priority worth the sacrifices involved in protecting
and healing individuals threatened by a culture of death. Such pro-life witnesses and
the day-to-day, sometimes gritty, work of Shelby County Right to Life, in meeting the
needs of individual families, must continue regardless of the obstacles. Legal pro-life
protections made headway during the last four years, but although many stellar
appointments of the Trump administration will have enduring positive impact (certainly
including SCOTUS Justice Amy Coney Barrett), there is always risk and potential for
atrophy or reversals of that progress. We can and must make a difference on a
personal level, here and now, to those within our reach, whether we are doctors,
lawyers, midwives, counselors, educators, pastoral leaders or friends. The snares that
lead to abortion are increasingly pervasive: Familial and marital breakdown, sexual
confusion, emotional and spiritual neglect.
Pray for opportunities to transform our culture and help others thrive; even if
helping a sole person; even in challenging, hidden, personal ways.
Thrift Shop Report
Customers: August - 262; September - 318
Work-to-earn: August (was on hold); September – 2 shifts
Assistance Program: August 127 units; September – 138 units

Local Cemetery Planned for Repose of Preborn Children
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November-December Prayer Intentions
For all of our Thrift Shop customers, especially those in most need.
For newly elected or re-elected officials, and for conversion of leaders with skewed
ideas about personal dignity and the protection of human life.

Legalized PAS leads to Normalized Medical Killing
Globally, in jurisdictions where euthanasia and/or doctor-assisted suicide have been legalized, the
normalization of medical killing soon follows. Here are a few examples.
The Netherlands: According to the latest Dutch statistics on reported 2018 euthanasia and
assisted-suicide deaths, there were 6,126 lives ended, amounting to 4% of all Dutch deaths in 2018.
Included in the euthanasia deaths are 18 cases (9 couples) where lethal drugs were administered
simultaneously to the spouses or partners (referred to as a “double euthanasia”), 144 early-stage
dementia patients, 2 “very” advanced dementia patients, 3 minors between the age of 12 - 17, and
7 patients who were euthanized and their organs harvested for transplantation. [Regional Euthanasia
Review Committees, Annual Report 2019, 4/19]
Dr. Theo de Boer, a former euthanasia advocate and member of one of the five Dutch Regional
Euthanasia Review Committees, observed that the categories of patients, deemed eligible to have
their lives ended, kept expanding over the years. [Emphasis added.] He suggested that “once
euthanasia has become established, it becomes a normal treatment.” [Mercatornet, 3/30/16]
Luxembourg: The induced-death practices have become so normalized that, on July 11, 2019, the
Luxembourg Cabinet adopted a bill that establishes euthanasia or assisted suicide as a natural cause
of death. As Minister of Health Étienne Schneider explained, “The bill proposes to equate the death of
a person who died as a result of euthanasia or assisted suicide to a natural death.” [Chronicle
Luxembourg, 7/11/19]
Canada: Canada is a relative newcomer to legalized euthanasia and doctor-assisted suicide
(practices that are referred to as Medical Aid in Dying or MAID for short). The country has so
enthusiastically embraced the death practices as normal medical care that, since the MAID law was
enacted in June 2016, almost 14,000 (13,946) patients reportedly had their lives intentionally ended
by doctors or nurse practitioners—in just three and a half years. [Health Canada, Medical Assistance
in Dying in Canada 2019, 7/20] Continued on page 4

Quilting With Conviction
Many beautiful quilts brighten the storefront of Shelby County Right
to Life after several area quilting clubs put their time and threads to
use by contributing to the pro-life cause.
Top left: The Sidney Quilt Club regularly donates quilts, available
at the RTL Thrift Shop ($20 donation for each). Proceeds go to RTLSC
to assist members of our community.
Bottom left: A patriotic-themed quilt raffled off very successfully this
fall by Russia quilters was a boon to RTLSC and Rustic Hope.
Bottom right: Ohio Living Dorothy Love Knotters have also joined
the fray, contributing their artistry to SCRTL and New Choices, Inc.
Thank you to all!

Thank you also to local organizations
which supplement RTL’s emergency
assistance program for those in dire need
with: gift cards from R.A.C.K., baby care
resources from Shelby County
Community Foundation; and dental
supplies from an anonymous dentist.

New “Premie” Record-Holder
Born on Dec. 20 at Emory Hospital in Decatur, Georgia, Jemarius is believed to be the youngest
premature baby to survive outside the womb, according to Live Action News. He was born at 21
weeks, zero days gestation – beating the previous record-holder by four days.
Jemarius overcame numerous medical complications and, [in June], was deemed well enough to
go home with his parents, according to a Go Fund Me page set up to help the family.
His mother, Jessica McPherson, of Jonesboro, has a history of premature labor. She said two of
her other babies died when she went into labor at 22 weeks of pregnancy.
So when Jemarius arrived on Dec. 20, she and her fiance, Jemarius Harbor Sr., urged doctors to
save their son’s life, no matter what it took, according to the report.
“We looked at each other in the eye and I told him just give it a try,” McPherson told Fox5 Atlanta.
“I just want you to try. As long as you try, that’s all that matters to me. Don’t just up and say that you
can’t do it. Just ‘cause you haven’t done it doesn’t mean it can’t be done.”
Research published in 2015 in the New England Journal of Medicine found that 23 percent of
premature infants are surviving as early as 22 weeks of pregnancy. However, the study also found
that some hospitals do not treat babies at this early age.
Article by Micaiah Bilger, excerpted from Lifenews.com, Jun 24, 2020.

Legislative Update
With changes in the make up of the Supreme Court, Ohio pro-life groups will be looking to pass
legislation to protect vulnerable people in the US, especially if the court reconsiders Roe v. Wade.
Right to Life Action Coalition of Ohio explains some of the proposed legislation, including SB 27
already mentioned and the Life at Conception Act.

Normalized Medical Killing Continued from page 3
With the normalization of medical killing in Canada and the resultant notion
that access to MAID is every qualified patient’s right, pressure is now being
exerted to force hospices and faith-based hospitals to provide MAID
services even though they conscientiously object, which is allowed under
the law. [Emphasis added.] Pressure is also being applied to force individual
doctors to engage in MAID or else leave their practice or field of medicine.
[Practical Ethics Podcast, Univ. of Oxford, 6/1/20; National Review, 1/24/20]
Victoria, Australia: Another newcomer to medical killing is the Australian State of Victoria.
Victoria’s Voluntary Assisted Dying (VAD) law took effect just last year, and it is already apparent that
death practices are gaining popularity. [Victoria VAD Review Board, Report of Operations, JanuaryJune 2020] The death count is more than 10 times the official estimate of deaths given prior to the
law being passed.
In an article, published in the Medical Journal of Australia, a veteran palliative care physician wrote
about her experience with VAD normalization. “I have seen this in my
workplace, as those of us who express objection to VAD are challenged as
uncaring, dogmatic, and confrontational, as our views as conscientious
objectors are not respected,” she explained. [Odette Spruijt, Med. Journal of
Australia, 8/3/20]
The 8 US states where assisted-suicide is legal: The assisted-suicide
activist group Compassion & Choices wants normalization and has been
working hard to increase the number of deaths by promoting more access for
minorities and rural communities. The group is also trying to eliminate
protective provisions in assisted-suicide laws.
Article excerpted from Patients Rights Council Update 96 Vol. 34. No. 4. 2020

